
Indian history front Sri Krishna’s time to the Muslim Rule, has 
been preserved in various Sanskrit texts, Tamil texts, Inscriptions 
etc. After the Ascent of Sri Krishna, the rshis moved to 
Naimisaranya and updated one particular chapter of each 
Purana with a greater emphasis on Magadha. With the advent of 
the Muslim rule they moved to BadarikaAsrama in the 
Himalayas and the Puranas remained fairly static. 
Kalahana recorded Kashmiri history in Sanskrit. 

To the greeks India was the Sindhu and not the Ganga. 

They perhaps managed to cross the Sindhu and interact with 
Puru (Porus) a descendant of Parikshit. In their books they 
claimed to have “invaded India” at a time when they barely 
crossed the borders. The entire western view of Indian 
Chronology is based on their highly exaggerated version of a 
“greek invasion”, which was very likely the “greek defeat”. 
Incidentally it was a verbal version which was written down after 

3 centuries in Rome, by Arrian 

Satya Sarada Kandula 

Sources : Vishnu Puranam, Srimad Bhagavatham, Bhavishya 
Puranam, Valmiki Ramayanam, Mahabharatam 




First, Sri Krishna did not rule Magadha, Jarasandha did. Even during the late Dwapara 
Yuga, Magadha was one of the most powerful empires of Ancient India. 

Magadha was not all of India. Magadha was that part of India, that covered Bihar and 
Jharkhand, approximately. (Maybe also parts of Uttar Pradesh) See : Ancient 
India Map , Ancient India Map (2) 

Once the Saraswathi River dried on the surface (5000 to 3000 BCE) and became an 
underground river (antarvahini), many brahmans moved to Naimisaranva in Uttar 
Pradesh. These were headed by Saunaka and the others. They received history as 
recorded in the Mahabharata and the Puranas from Veda Vvasa's students. 
(Romaharsha and Ugrasrava Sauti and others). This was the beginning of the 
Kaliyuga. (See How many kinds of Yuaas are there? ) 

Designated chapters of each of the puranas, and a seperate bhavishya purana, were 
set aside for "bhavishya" ie for those incidents that took place after the Mahabharata 
war. They were updated in future tense to keep with the voice of the narrator. But 
they took more interest in the rulers and history of Magadha. 

The Yadavas moved south along the west coast ( Maharashtra, Karnataka). 

The Ikshvakus went back eventually to the east coast (Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu). I think the Vasus were connected with Bengal. 

A smaller set of people also moved to and settled in the Sindhu Valley. 

( See : Archaeological Connections ) 

The Purus continued in Hastinapur and at least initially in Gandhar (Takshashila) . 
lanameiava , the son of Parikshit also ruled over Kishkinda (Bellarv - Karnataka, 
Andhra) . 

The calendar we must use to understand the time of the Manus, prior to Vaivaswatha 
Manu is the Manvantaras, the region is Dravida. One major event was the flood of the 
Matsya Avataram, (See Manus and Manvantaras ) 

The calendar that we must use to understand the period of the Ikshvakus ( Sri Rama ) 
and Yadavas (Sri Krishna) from the Vedic period . Ramayana War and till the Bharata 
War is the Yuga Calendar. The region is all over India. See ( Date of Sri Rama , Date of 
the Mahabharata War , Date of Veda Mantras ) 

The calendar that we must use to understand the period from the Bharata war to the 
Muslim Rule are the different Sakas as well as the Yugas and the Saptarishi Calendar. 
The region is in and around Magadha. (See : How many kinds of Sakas (Eras) 
are there? How many kinds of Yugas are there? Saptarishi Calendar ) 

The document below is a collection of my various articles on this subject and will be 
updated as time flows past space in our perception. ( Space Time Continuum . Time 
Line or Time Circle? , Two kinds of time ) 

For other areas, other texts and possibly other calendars must be used. 

See Also : Chanakva . Chandraqupta Maurva . British presence, influence, interference, 
distortions and legacy . 
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Puranic History is also Recorded History 

History Recorded in Incorruptible, Poetic Form , engraved on bubbles of air 
and brain patterns. 

India has recorded history from the time of Brahma or Swayambhu Manu . It was not 
engraved on stone, but onto the minds of Indian citizens in incorruptible poetic form 
easy to remember in the form of Vedas , Itihasas and Puranas . All castes in India had 
access to the Puranas and the Itihasas which not only contained the history of the 
Indian people but also our ethics, morals, science, astronomy and entire wisdom upto 
the point. Our Itihasas were thus more than just itivrittis (a set of events). In modern 
languages itihasa has come to mean the dry history, that Chanakva referred to as 
itivritti. Itihasas have in them, far more intrinsic value and appeal than itivrittis alone. 
In this document, I take the stand that we do have the most ancient recorded history 
in the world carved on bubbles of air and preserved in our brain patterns and 
customs. It is our responsibility to sort out out the calendars and events. 

Sometimes we find 10 places claiming to host an event such as the birth of Sita 
Devi 's twins. At such times I select the one for which there is corroborative evidence 
in the texts. (In this instance it is Bithoor, near Kanpur.) 

Western miracle workers are supposedly historical, while Indian miracle 
workers are treated as mythical: 

History is an emotional issue for Indians. We had 4 centuries of foreign rulers who 
believed that only Christ or Mohammed could perform miracles. These people 
therefore ruled that any Indian who was said to have performed a miracle had to be 
mythical. So historical heroic figures like Sri Rama . Sri Krishna, Siva . Vishnu . Brahma, 
Devi and everyone else was directly treated as a figment of the fertile Indian 
imagination. By the time we threw the British out, the Communist, Socialist and 
Determinist Religions took hold of the Macaulay brand of intellectuals. While a large 
number of them did emigrate, a larger number of them stayed behind with a will to 
free India from her supposedly feudal and allegedly superstitious mindset. 

The effect of Discovering the health (body) benefits of Indian Tradition and 
Customs : were our Rshis right about other things too? 

As the westerners started discovering the value of yoga and turmeric, and as they 
discovered the healthy psychological benefits of rituals and meditation , many Indians 
have started relooking at our own culture and customs wondering whether we have 
thrown the baby out with the bath water. The new generation of Indians are not born 
under foreign rule, but are strongly under the influence of non Indian cultures. A 
small fraction of us are relooking at our history with a mind free from Christian, 
Muslim and Marxist dogma. We are in a sense fighting not for political freedom, but 
for freedom of Indian History. 


The political camps of Indian History : Left, Right and the emerging Centre: 



















The terrain of Indian history has been divided between the Marxists and Nationalists 
in India, and both of them dump us in the opposite camp, without so much as a 
hearing, denying us an identity. 

But people like us with a strong background in science and strong exposure to 
western methods and a strong respect for India are trying to make a new place for 
ourselves, to find, understand and present history as we find it. Today we are not a 
stereotype and we have no independent label yet. I would like to call us the Science 
and Scripture historians, trying to focus on Truth without any political agenda or 
interest. 

In the traditions of the hamsas of Brahma we are trying to separate milk from water. 

Historical Clues from the Bhavishyat Puranam 

Bhavishyat means future. This puranam is written in future tense. It describes events 
of Kalivuaa . It was a common style to describe the events of the Kaliyuga in future 
tense. 

(My Explanation for use of future tense: Vvasa created a place-holder called the 
Bhavishyat Puranam where his son Suka and their decendants could append 
historical events as they occured. The later writers never felt like adding their names 
in just for adding a little bit to a huge itihasa. So they continued the story in future 
tense in the words of the ancient rishis. The Bhavishyat Puranam was last updated at 
the time of Qutb-ud-din Aybak. - Satya 

My Explanation about their data sources : When they started interacting with 
foreigners like the greeks, Chinese and muslims, their legends were incorporated into 
the Bhavishyat Purana also. For example the story of Adama and Flavyavati (Adam 
and Eve), Mohammad, Nyuha's (Noah's) ark. Nyuha's ark of the Bhavishyat Puranam 
should not be confused with the Matsya Avatar of the Mahabharatam. It is possible 
that there were floods and fleeing people in more than one place. - Satya) 

Bhavishva Puranam Translation . 

The following are the Historical (and geographical) Clues from the 
Bhavishyat Puranam : (I'm working backwards..) 

• The yadava king Bhapasena, the grandson of Virasena ruled Kol (Aligarh) at 
the time Kutubbudin attacked it from Delhi with a large force. (1194 CE by 
modern accounts.) It was subsequently sacked by Shahoddina a mleccha 
(Muslim) and many palces of worship were destroyed and desecrated. The 
Muslims were expected to rule for another 100 years at that time. Then the rishis 
moved from Naimsaranyam which they had occupied at the beginning of 
Kaliyuga and went to Badarikayana Asramam in Visala. 

• Jayadeva of Gita Govinda fame lived at the time of King Dharmapala. 

• The state of Tailanga is on the banks of the Narmada River which 
flows on the southern side of Meru. It was a place of Devarshis. 

• King Madraka (a worshipper of the Ashwinis), gave his daughter Kantimati to 
Mahiraja Suryavarna of Hastinapura. Vibhishana's son Karbura abducted 
Kanthimati and hid her in the Sahyadri mountains. Mahiraja sought the help of 






Krshnamsa who defeated Karbura and recued Kanthimati and went to 
Pramadvana. 

• King Purnamala (a worshipper of the Vasus), gave his daughter Vidyunmala in 
marriage to Bhima, the son of Mahiraja of Hastinapura . Sahoda, the mleccha 
king of Paisaca Desa, attacked Kurukshetra, broke images and descratated 
places of worship. Sahoda was sent by Bali, the grandson of Prahlada. Sahoda 
wrote to Mahiraja asking for Vidyunmala and Mahiraja declined. There was a 
battle which Mahiraja was losing. Then Krishnamsa came to the rescue. In 
victory, he stipulated that the mlecchas leave and never come back as long as 
he was alive. They left for rasatala. 

• In a place called Chitartha, "where grahas (planets) played in autumn", an 
Apsara called Manjughosha proposed to Suka (Vyasa's son) and married him. 
Their son Muni did tapas for 12 years and then married the daughter of 
Svarnadeva. Muni's daughter was Kinnari. With Siva's blessing, she married 
Makaranda rishi and all of then went live in happily in Madhya Desa for 30 years. 
Then there was a battle when Bauddha the lord of the Nyuhas attacked the city 
of Netrapala and was defeated by Yoga Simha, Bhoga Simha and Vijaya. More 
Bauddhas (Buddhists) from Shyama andjapaka attacked Netrapala and were 
repelled by Netrasimha. The Buddhists were driven back to China, to the Huha 
river. Krishnamsa, Deva, Netrapala, Mandalika, Dhanyapada, Lallasimha, Talana 
and Jana nayaka fought and defeated the Buddhists. The buddhists retaliated 
with an army of wooden and iron war animals and soldiers. These were 
destroyed by Krishnamsa's side. When Bhogasimha and Yogasimha were killed 
in battle, their nephew, Jayanta, the son of Swarnavati, went into battle. He 
destroyed the enemy forces, and drove Bauddhasimha back to his palace. 
Bauddhasimha gave his daughter Padmaja to Jayanta in marriage and the 
Buddhists swore never to attack Aryavarata again. 

Maaadha from Jarasandha to Satavahanas to pre 

Outb Ud Din period as per Vishnu Puranam 

eference : Vishnu Puranam Page : 327 onwards. 4th Amsa 23rd and 24th 
Adhyayas 

Note : The future tense is used and the narrator is Parasara. the father of Veda 
Vvasa and the grand son o fVasishtha . I believe that it was a style to use future 
tense whenever updates were made to the Purana and retain the voice of the 
original narrator. One consequence of this is that "traditionalists" believe that the 
future was foretold and the "non-believers" reject the entire section out-right. 
Another consequence is that western (and western influenced) authors date the 
entire puranam as the date of the last update. This is clearly wrong 
because Kautilva's Artha Sastra, clearly refers to the people, authors, views and 
incidents of the ouranas as well as to the Itihasas by name. (See : Vvasa. Bharadwaia 
and Havana lived before Chanakva (Kautilva)) . 

Let us now look at the contents of the Selected Adhyayas and learn what we can. 

Sri Parasara said: 

1. Jarasandha was the first of the Barhadrathas. (Dwapara Yuga) (His 

father was Brhadratha) 

2. His son was Sahadeva (He was defeated by Arjuna after the war.) 
















3. Srutasrava, Ayutayu, Niramitra, Sunetra, Brhatkarma, Senajita, 
Srutanjaya, Viprah, Sucinama, Kshemya, Suvrata, Dharma, Susrava, 
Drudhasena, Subala, Sunitha, Satyajit, Visvajit, Ripunjaya. 

4. These were kings for 1000 years. (This brings us to approx. 
1000 Kaliyuga or 2100 BCE) 


5. Ripunjaya had a minister (amatya) called Munika who killed him and 
installed his own son Pradyotana on the throne. 

6. Balaka, Visakayupa, Janaka, Nandivardhana, Nandi, 

7. The 5 Pradyotas ruled for 138 years. (This brings us to approx. 
1138 Kaliyuga or 1962 BCE) 

8. Sisunabha, Kakavarna, Kshemadharna, Kshatouja, Vidhisara, 
Ajatasatru, Arbhaka, Udayana (of SwapnaVasavadatta fame?), 
Nandivardhana, Mahanandi 

9. These Saisanabhas ruled for 362 years. (This brings us to 
approx. 1500 Kaliyuga or 1600 BCE) (Saisanabhas are our Saisanagas or 
Sisunagas Gautama Buddha lived in the time of Bimbisara and Ajatasatru, so 
his date will be roughly 1962 to 1600 BCE). 

10. Mahapadma Nanda, though born of a Sudra mother, but was 
exceedingly powerful and like a second Pa rasurama . he eliminated Kshatrivas . 
He was an emperor. The kings that followed were Sudras. 

11. He had 8 sons, Sumali and others. 

12. The sons of Mahapadma Nanda ruled for 100 years. (This 
brings us to approx, 1600 Kaliyuga or 1500 BCE) 

13. Kautilva eliminated these 9 Nandas, and established the rule 
of the Mauryas. 

14. Chandragupta Maurva. Bindusara, Asokavardhana, Suyasa, 
Dasaratha, Samyuta, Salisuka, Somasarma, Satadhanva, Brhadratha. 

15. These Mauryas ruled for 137 years. (This brings us to approx, 
1737 Kaliyuga or 1363 BCE) 

16. Then 10 Sungas ruled. 

17. Pushyamitra, was a commander, who killed his king and ruled the 

kingdom. 

18. Agnimitra (Malavika's Agnimitra?) was his son. 

19. Sujyeshta, Vasumitra, Udanka, Pulinda, Ghoshavasu, Vajramitra, 

Bhagavatha, DevaBhuti 

20. Thus the Sungas ruked for 112 years. (This brings us to 
approx, 1848 Kaliyuga or 1251 BCE) 

21. A Kanva, by name Vasudeva, an amatya (minister) killed the 
lecherous king Devabhuti and took over the kingdom. 

22. Bhumitra, Naryana, Susharma 






23. The 4 Kanvas ruled for 45 years. (This brings us to approx, 
1893 Kaliyuga or 1206 BCE) 

24. The Andhra attendant Balipucchaka, killed Susharma and took 
control of the kingdom. 

25. Then his brother Krishna ruled next. 

26. Santhikarni, Purnotsanga, Satakarni, Lambodara, Pilaka, Meghasvati 
Patuman, Arishta Karma, Halahala (Brihat Katha in Paisachika?), Palalaka, 
Puilindasena, Sundara, Satakarni, Sivasvati, Gomatiputra, Aliman, 
Santakarni, Sivisrita, Sivaskandha, Yagnyasri, Dviyagnya, Chandrasri, Puloma. 

27. Thus the Trimsat Andhras (30 Andhras) ruled for Catvari Abda 
Satani Shat Panchasat Adhikani 456 years. ( 

and Bhagavata state also 30 kings, and 456 years; the Matsya has 29 kings, 


he Vay 


) (This brings us to approx, 2349 

Kaliyuga or 750 BCE) 

28. Then ruled seven Abhiras, ten Gardhabhinas, sixteen bhupatis, eight 
Yavanas, fourteen Turushkaras, thirteen Mundas,eleven Maunas, altogether 
seventy-nine princes for one thousand three hundred and ninety years. (This 
brings us to approx, 3739 Kaliyuga or 640 CE (AD).) 

1. It also implies that the Maunas were in control of Magadha at the time 
Alexander was attempting to cross the Sindhu. 

29. Eleven Pauras ruled for three hundred years. (This brings us to 
4039 Kaliyuga, 940 CE.) 

30. Next the Kainkila Yavanas ruled. 

31. Vindhyas'akti, Puranjaya, Ramachandra, Dharmavarma, Vanga, 
Bhunandana, Sunandi, then his brother Nandiyasassukrah, Pravira.. for one 
hundred and six years. (This brings us to 4145 Kaliyuga, 1046 CE.) 

32. Then their 13 sons of whom 3 were bahlikas, Pushpamitra, 
Patumiyatra, trayodasaikala, seven Andhras. 

33. Then there were 9 Nishada kings who ruled Kosala. 

34. In Magadha, Viswasphatika made other Varnas (than Kshatriyas), the 
rulers. 

35. Then 9 Nagas ruled a Pura named Padmavathi. 

36. In Magadha, the Guptas ruled from Gaya to Ganga, Prayaga. 

37. Devarakshita ruled Kosala, Andhra, Pundra, Tamralipta, Samatatapuri. 

38. Kalinga, Mahisha, Mahendra bhouma were ruled by Guha. 

39. A king of the Manidhanyaka Vamsa, ruled Naishadha, Naimisha, 
Kakalakosha Kanchana janapadas. 

40. Three kingdoms, Mushika Janapadas, Kanakahvayas ruled. 

41. Mlechhas, Sudras and Vratyas ruled Kashmir, Chandrabhaga, 
Sindhutata, Davikorvi. 


I think that all this describes the kings of various areas around the time of the last 
update of the Vishnu Purana which was coming close to the time of Qutb Ud Din 
Aibak. After this there were no further updates to the Vishnu Puranam. 

Because the last update was close to 1000+ AD, colonial historians and those 
influenced by them gravitated to a very late date for the Puranas. This is incorrect 
because as we know, Chanakya referred to them, they must predate Chankaya wt 
the very least. Only this chapter may have been updated. 
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Maa ad ha kings as per Bhavishyat Purana 

Notes based on this translation of the Bhavishva Purana. 

1. After 1000 years of Kaliyuga a brahmana named Kasyapa came 
down to earth with his wife Aryavati. Their sons were Upadhayaya, 
Diksita, Pathaka, Sukla, Misra, Agnihotri, Dvi-vedi, Tri-vedi, Catur-vedi 
and Pandey. Kasyapa went to Kashmir and worshipped goddess Sarasvati. 

She blessed him with knowledge. Then the sage went to the country known as 
Misra and put all the mlecchas into illusion by the grace of goddess Sarasvati. 
Then he made 10,000 people as dvijas or twice born brahmanas; he made 
2,000 people into vaishyas; and the rest of them as shudras. He came back 
with them and staying in Arya-desha (India) he engaged in the activites of the 
sages. They were known as Aryans and by the grace of goddess Sarasvati 
their generation gradually increased upto 4 million, both the men and women 
with their sons and grandsons. 

2. Their king, Kasyapa muni, ruled the earth for 120 years. 

3. There were 8,000 sudras in the county known as Rajputra (Rajput) 
and their king was Arya-Prithu. 

4. His son was Magadha. The sage made him a king and left. 

5. Kings to rule the earth in Kali-yuga, after Magadha: When king 
Magadha, the son of Kasyapa was ruling the earth, he remembered his father's 
administration and he separated the Arya-desha (India) into many states. The 
state which is on the eastern side of Pancala is known as Magadha, the state of 
Kalinga is on the east-south side, the state of Avanta is in the south, Amarta- 
desha is to the south-west, Sindhu-desha is on the western side, Kaikaya is to 
the north-west, Madra-desha is in the north, and Koninda-desha is to the north¬ 
east. These states are named according to his sons' names. After performing a 
sacrifice he gave the states to his sons. Lord Balabhadra became pleased with 
his sacrifice, and.. 

6. Sisunaga appeared from the sacrifice as his son. He ruled for 100 
years and his son Kakavarmaruled for 90 years. His 

son Kshemadharma ruled for 80 years and his son ruled for 70 years. His 
sonVedamisra ruled for 60 years. His son Ajata-nipu ruled for 50 years. His 
son Darbhaka ruled for 40 years, his son Udayasva ruled for 30 years, his 
son Nanda-Vardhana ruled for 20 years. 




7. His son Nanda-suta, who was born from the womb of a sudri or a low 
class lady, also ruled for 20 years. His son Pranancala ruled for 10 years. His 
son Parananda also ruled 10 years. His sonSamananda ruled for 20 years. 

His son Priyananda ruled for 20 years, his son Devananda also ruled for 20 
years. His son Yajna-bhanga ruled for 10 years. His son Mauryananda ruled 
for 10 years. And his son Mahananda ruled for 10 years. (9 Nandas) 

8. At that time the great and famous Gautama, the son of 
Kasyapa introduced the Buddhist religion (~1790 kaliyuga), and 
attained Lord Hari in Pattana. Gautama ruled over 10 years. From himSAiafcya 
muni was born, who ruled 20 years. His son Shuddhodana ruled 30 years. 

9. His son Shakyasimha became the king on Satadri after 2000 
years (of what?) and he ruled for 60 years, by which time all the people were 
Buddhists. 

10. Buddha-simha was born from Shakyasimha and he ruled for only 30 
years. 

11. Buddha-simha's son was Chandra-gupta, who married a 
daughter of Suluva, the Yavana king of Pausasa. He ruled for 60 
years. (Is this the Sandrocottus of the greek reference? where is pausasa?) 

12. From him Vindusara was born and ruled for the same number of 
years as his father. 

13. His son was Ashoka. 

14. At this time the best of the brahmanas, Kanyakubja, performed 
sacrifice on the top of a mountain named Arbuda. By the influence of Vedic 
mantras, four Kshatriyas appeared form the yajna. Among these four Pramara 
was samavedi, Chapahani was yajurvedi, Shukla was trivedi and Pariharaka 
was the Atharvavedi. They were accustomed to ride on elephants. They kept 
Ashoka under their control and annihilated all the Buddhists. 

15. After that Pramara became king in Avanta and he constructed a 
large city called Ambavati for his happiness. It was as big as 4 yojanas or about 
32 miles. 

16. (After 3000 years of Kaliyuga king Sankha was ruling 'the earth' and in 
the mleccha countries the king named Sakavat was ruling. ) 

17. After 3,710 years of kali-yuga the king was Pramara who ru I led 6 
years, from him Mahamada was born. He ruled 3 years and his son Devapi did 
the same. His son Devaduta also did the same. From him Gandharva- 

sena was born, who went to the forest after ruling for over 50 years and 
having given his kingdom to his son Shankha. Shankha ruled for over 30 
years. 

18. Lord Indra sent a heavenly girl to Gandharva-sena named Viramati. A 
jewel like son was born form her womb. At the time of his birth, there were 
flowers raining from the sky, many auspicious instruments were played and the 
wind was blowing pleasingly. The name of the baby was Siva-drishti, who later 
left for the jungle with his disciples. After 20 years he became perfect in Karma- 
yoga. 

19. That baby took birth in the secret place of Kailasa, by the benediction 
of Lord Shiva, to destroy the shakas and to increase the Arya-dharma or the 
Vedic reigion. Gandharva-sena named his son as Vikramaditya and 



become happy. This child was very intelligent and very pleasing to his 
parents. When he was 5 years old, he left for the forest to perform austerities 
and he continued it upto 12 years. After 12 years he went to the holy city 
named Ambavati with all the opulence and accepted the transcendental 
throne sent by Lord Shiva. For his security goddess Parvati created 
a Vetala (a king of ghosts) and sent it to king Vikramaditya's palace. Once 
the powerful king went to the temple of Lord Shiva named as Mahakaleshvara. 
There he worshipped Lord Shiva. In that place he built a religious council hall 
with the pillars made of various metals and decorated with many kinds of 
jewels and covered with so many plants and creepers and flowers. In that hall 
he kept a celestial throne. He invited the foremost brahmanas who are well- 
versed in Vedic knowledge, worshipped them with proper hospitality and heard 
many religious histories from them. After that one demigod named Vitala come 
there having a form of a brahmana. Glorifying and blessing the king, he sat 
down on the seat and said: O master of this earthly planet, king Vikramaditya, 
if you are very eager to hear them I will describe the stories and histories to 
you. (The stories of Vikram and Bhetal?) 

20. 3710 + 6 + (3*3) + 50 + 20 = 3795 Kaliyuga . Vikaramaditya. 

21. 3795-3102 = 693 AD. 
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Magadha after larasandha : Srimad Bhaaavatham 

Magadha has played an important role in Indian history. To the extent that some 
historians even talk as if the history of Magadha is the history of India. Today we 
know Magadha as Bihar and Jharkhand. In this page I want to collect the history of 
Bihar. 


1. Sita Dev i was called Mythili because she was from Mithila. Mithila 
(Videha) is in modern northern Bihar.There is also an indication that Magadha 
(Southern Bihar: Jharkand) was once ruled by powerful Naqa s. 

2. In Sri Krishna's time, Jarasandha, the king of Magadha (southern 
Biharjharkand), repeatedly attacked Mathura till the Yadava s moved 

to Dwaraka . Jarsasandha was the father-in-law of Kamsa, Sri Krishna's evil 
maternal uncle. 

3. Jarasandha's father was Brhadratha, mother a princess of Kasi and his 
son was Sahadeva. Sahadeva was made the king of Magadha after his father 
Jarasandha was killed by Bheema. There is also an indication that the youngest 
Pandava Sahadeva married Jarasandha's grand-daughter. Jarasandha's 
grandson was Meghasandhi. 

What happened after Meghasandhi? Let us look at the Bhagavatam and not worry 
about references to 'low-classes' or to 'future' etc. Just look at the history bits and 
not the 'judgemental' bits. 

Source : Srimad Bhaaavatham: It gives the account from The Pradvotanas to the 

Kilakilas. Meghasandhi to Puraniana to be found. 









1. "Puraniava . who will take birth as the descendant 

of Brhadratha . Puraniava 's minister Sunaka will assassinate the king and install 
his own son, Pradvota . on the throne. 

2. The son of Pradvota will be Palaka . his son will be Visakhayupa, and his 
son will be Rajaka. The son of Rajaka will be Nandivardhana, and thus in the 

Pradyotana dynasty there will be five kings, who will enjoy the earth 
for 138 years. 

3. Nandivardhana will have a son named Sisunaga, and his son will be 
known as Kakavarna. The son of Kakavarna will be Ksemadharma . and the son 
of Ksemadharma will be Ksetraina . The son of Ksetraina will be *Vidhisara, and 
his son will be Ajatasatru. Ajatasatru will have a son named Darbhaka, and his 
son will be Aiava . Aiava will father a second Nandivardhana, whose son will 

be Mahanandi . These ten kings of the Sisunaga dynasty will rule the 
earth for a total of 360 years during the age o fKali . 

4. King Mahanandi will father a very powerful son in the womb of 

a sudra woman. He will be known as Nanda and will be the master of millions of 
soldiers and fabulous wealth. He will wreak havoc among the ksatriyas, and 
from that time onward virtually all kings will be sudras.That lord of 
Mahapadma, King Nanda . will rule over the entire earth just like a 
second Parasurama . and no one will challenge his authority. He will have 
eight sons, headed by Sumaiva. who will control the earth as powerful 
kings for 100 years. 

5. A certain brahmana [Canakya] will betray the trust of King Nanda and 
his eight sons and will destroy their dynasty. In their absence the Mauryas will 
rule the world as the age of Kali continues. 

6. This brahmana will enthrone Candragupta, whose son will be named 
Varisara. The son of Varisara ( Bindusara?) will be 

Asokavardhana. Asokavardhana will be followed by Suyasa, whose son will 
be Sanaata . His son will be Salisuka, Salisuka's son will be Somasarma . 
and Somasarma 's son will be Satadhanva . His son will be known 
as Brhadratha . These ten Maurya kings will rule the earth for 137 years 
of the Kali - vuga . 

7. Agnimitra will follow as king, and then Sujyestha. Sujyestha will be 
followed by Vasumitra, Bhadraka . and the son of Bhadraka , Pulinda . Then the 
son of Pulinda . named Ghosa . will rule, followed by 

Vajramitra, Bhaaavata and Devabhuti . In this way ten Suhga kings will 
rule over the earth for more than 100 years. 

8. Then the earth will come under the subjugation of the kings of 

the Kanva dynasty, who will manifest very few good qualities. Vasudeva . an 
intelligent minister coming from the Kanva family, will kill the last of the Sunga 
kings, a lusty debauchee named Devabhuti . and assume rulership himself. The 
son of Vasudeva will be Bhumitra, and his son will be Naravana . These kings 
of the Kanva dynasty will rule the earth for 345 more years of 
the Kali - vuaa . 

9. The last of the Kanvas, Susarma , will be murdered by his own 
servant, Ball a sudra of the Andhra race. This most MaharaiaBall will have 
control over the earth for some time. The brother of Ball , named Krsna . will 
























































become the next ruler of the earth. His son will be Santakarna, and his son will 
be Paurnamasa. The son of Paurnamasa will be Lambodara, who will 
father Maharaja Cibilaka. From Cibilaka will come Meghasvati, whose son will 
be Atamana . The son of Atamana will be Anistakarma . His son will be Haleya, 
and his son will be Talaka . The son of Talaka will be PurTsabhTru, and following 
him Sunandana will become king. Sunandana will be followed by Cakora and 
the eight Bahus, among whom Sivasvati will be a great subduer of enemies. 

The son of Sivasvati will be Gomatl . His son will be PurTman . whose son will be 
Medasira. His son will be Sivaskanda, and his son will be YajnasrT. The son of 
YajnasrT will be Viiava . who will have two sons, Candravijna and 
Lomadhi. These thirty kings will enjoy sovereignty over the earth for a 
total of 456 years. 

10. Then will follow seven kings of the AbhTra race from the city of 
Avabhrti, and then ten GardabhTs. After them, sixteen kings of the Kankas will 
rule and will be known for their excessive greed. Eight Yavanas will then take 
power, followed by fourteen Turuskas, ten Gurundas and eleven kings of the 
Maula dynasty. These Abhiras, Gardabhis and Kankas will enjoy the 
earth for 1,099 years, and the Maulas will rule for 300 years. 

11. When all of them have died off there will appear in the city of Kilakila a 
dynasty of kings consisting of Bhutananda, Vangiri, Sisunandi, Sisunandi's 
brother Yasonandi, and Pravlraka. These kings o fKilakila will hold sway for 
a total of 106 years. (The total from Pradyotana kings to Kilakila kings above 
is 3441 years.) 

12. The Kilakilas will be followed by their thirteen sons, the Bahlikas, and 
after them King Puspamitra, his son Durmitra, seven Andhras, seven Kausalas 
and also kings of the Vidura and Nisadha provinces will separately rule in 
different parts of the world. There will then appear a king of the Magadhas 
named Visvasphurji, who will be like another Puraniava . He will turn all the 
civilized classes into low-class, uncivilized men. 

This list stops with : The Foolish King Visvasphurji who will maintain all the 
citizens in ungodliness and will use his power to completely disrupt 
the ksatriva order. From his capital of Padmavatl he will rule that part of the earth 
extending from the source of the Ganaa to Pravaaa . At that time the brahmanas of 
such provinces as Saurastra . AvantT . AbhTra , Sura , Arbuda and Malava will forget all 
their regulative principles, and the members of the royal order in these places will 
become like sudras. The land along the Sindhu River, as well as the districts 
of Candrabhaaa . KauntT and KasmTra . will be ruled by sudras, fallen brahmanas and 
meat-eaters. Having given up the path of Vedic civilization, they will have lost all 
spiritual strength. There will be many such uncivilized kings ruling at the same 
time and they will all be uncharitable, possessed of fierce tempers, and great 
devotees of irreligion and falsity. These barbarians in the guise of kings will devour 
the citizenry, murdering innocent women, children, cows and brahmanas and 
coveting the wives and property of other men. They will be erratic in their moods, 
have little strength of character and be very short-lived. Indeed, not purified by 
any Vedic rituals and lacking in the practice of regulative principles, they will be 
completely covered by the modes of passion and ignorance. " 































* Vidhisara here is seen as Bimbisara also important because of his special 

connection with Gautama Buddha. Raiaqrha is Girivraia, the place of larasandha in 

Maaadha. 

If Vidhisara is Bimbisara, then Gautama Buddha lived at the time of the Sisunaga 
Kings. 

1. Vidhisara - Buddha 

2. Ajatasatru 

3. Darbhaka 

4. Ajaya 

5. Mahanandi 

6. MahaPadma Nanda (1110 Kaliyuga (1992 BC) as per Varahamihira 

statment of 1050 yrs b/w him and Parikshit). 

Very Tentative Calculation : Giving each Sisunaga king 36 years (360/10) on an 
average, Ajatasatru to Mahanandi take 144 years. This puts about 144 years (- 
4*36) between Mahapadma Nanda and Buddha, bringing Gautama Buddha to approx 
2136 BC, assuming that Kaliyuga started in 3102 BC. If Kaliyuga start point shifts, 
Buddha's date will be roughly 1000 years after that. — Buddha's birth a 1000 years 
after Sri Krishna's death, if Vidhisara-Bimbisara. 

Aryans to Asoka (Bhavishya Purana) 

Reference Bhavishva Purana. 

Please note that Kasyapa Muni mentioned below is NOT the Kasyapa of Aditi 
Kasvapa . 

• After 1000 years of Kaliyuga Kasyapa Muni and Aryavati came to India 
(earth). They worshipped Saraswathi of Kashmir and had her blessings. (If 
Kaliyuga began in 3100 BC this event took place in 2000 BC.) 

• Their sons were Upadhayaya, Diksita, Pathaka, Sukla, Misra, Agnihotri, 
Dvi-vedi, Tri-vedi, Catur-vedi and Pandey. 

• Then the sage went to the desa known as Misra (Misra literally means 
mixed) and put all the mlecchas (foreigners) into illusion. 

• He made 10,000 people as dvijas (brahmanas), 2,000 people into vaishyas; 
and the rest of them as shudras. 

• He came back with them and staying in Arya-desha he engaged in the 
activites of the rishis. (They learnt the Vedas etc) 

• They were known as Aryans and their generation gradually increased upto 
4 million, both the men and women with their sons and grandsons. 

• Their king, Kasyapa muni, ruled the earth for 120 years. 

• There were 8,000 sudras in the county known as Rajputra (Rajput?) 
and their king was Arya-Prithu. 

• Arya-Prithu's son was King Magadha. 

• Magadha's son was Sisunaga. (Interestingly Sisu means child and 

- Naaa means snake. Sisunaga was born with Balabhadra's grace. Balabhadra is 
one of the names of Balarama who is considered the incarnation of Sesha-Naga) 











• Descendants: Kakavarma, Kshemadharma, Vedamisra, Ajata-ripu (or 
Ajatasatru. Ripu = Satru = enemy),Darbhaka, Udayasva, Nanda-Vardhana - 

• Nanda-suta, Pranancala, Parananda, Samananda, Priyananda, Devananda, Yaj 
na-bhanga, Mauryananda,Mahananda - the 9 Nandas 

• Gautama Kaasyapa, introduced Buddhism in 1790 kaliyuga. (If Kaliyuga is 
3100 BCE, then this is 1310 BCE. The Tibetan Buddhist tradition places 
Gauthama Buddha in 19th century BCE., to research.) 

• Descendants: Shakya Muni, Suddhodana, Sakyasimha, Buddha 

Simha, Chandragupta (who married the daughter of Suluva the Yavana 
king of Pausasa), Bindusara, Asoka. 

Thus, as per the reference above Chandragupta, Bindusara and Asoka are 
descendants of Gautama Kaasyapa who founded Buddhism. Kasyapa-Aryavati 
appear to be the first Aryan Settlers, who came to Ary a Desa by 2000 BCE with the 
blessings of Saraswathi Devi. These are not of the same stock of the Yadavas, 
Ikshvakus and other indigenous older dynasties. 

Reference 2 Srimad Bhaaavatam 

• Nandivardhana was the father of Sisunaga and the last of the Pradyotanas. 
(The account before Sisunaga differs from the Bhavishya Puranam) 

• Sisunaga Descendants : Kakavarna, Ksemadharma, Ksetrajna ,Vidhisara, 
Ajatasatru, Darbhaka, Ajaya, Nandivardhana, Mahanandi (also known as 
Mahapadma Nanda), father of 8 nandas (the oldest being Sumalya). 

• "A certain brahmana [Canakya] will betray the trust of King Nanda and his 
eight sons and will destroy their dynasty. In their absence the Mauryas will rule 
the world as the age of Kali continues. 

• This brahmana will enthrone Candragupta, whose son will be named Varisara. 
The son of Varisara ( Bindusara?) will be Asokavardhana." 

There is a sufficient match with respect to the Sisunaga dynasty. Though there is an 
apparent mismatch in the Ancestry of Sisunaga. Bhagavatham clearly 
gives Chanakva (the brahmana) as a contemporary of the Nandas and the Mauryas. 
There are totally 9 Nandas in both accounts, the name of the eldest does not appear 
to match. Again the name of Asoka's father is given as Bindusara in the Bhavishya 
Purana and as Varisara in the Bhagavatham. 

It does appear as if Gautama Kaasyapa Buddha and Chanakya lived very close to 
each other's times, even if they were not exact contemporaries. I have to see 
whether either of them ever referred to each other, since both of them were 
concerned with Magadha. 

If Chandragupta Maury a of the Bhagavatam is the same as Chandragupta Kaasyapa 
of the Bhavishya Purana, and if Sandrokottus is the same as Chandragupta Maury a, 
and if Sandrokottus was about 300 BC, then Kaliyuga start date will have to be 
approx 2100 BCE. Then Kasyapa-Aryavati (Aryans) would have come to India in 1100 
BCE. 

In the Kautilya Arthasastra, Chanakya mentions, the fall of Havana, Bhoja, Vatapi (at 
the hands of Agastya) and so on and the reasons for their respective falls. 

See Also : Anarva! Dushvantha, Sri Rama, Sri Krishna. 











Kalahana's Rajatarangini: Date of 
Mahabharata War 

Reference : Kalahana's Rajatarangini. Translation by Ranjit Sitaram Pandit, 

Foreword by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Publishers : Sahitya Akademi. ISBN : 81-260- 
1236-6, Rs 200, first published in 1935, latest reprint 2006. The expert Scholar Sri 
R.S. Pandit is incidentally and interestingly the husband of Smt. Viiavalakshmi 
Pandit, the first woman President of the United Nations General Assembly (My 
mother was named after her S>). 

Who was Kalahana? Kalahana was a Kashmiri Historian, who composed the history 
of Kashmiri Kings (Rajatarangini) in Sanskrit. 

Why is it important to us? He has provided a links between the Kashmiri Kings, 
and the Yadava kings as well as his estimate of the date of the Bharata war. 

What does he tell us? 

King Gonanda 1 was a great Kashmiri king. He was invited byjarasandha to 
attack Mathura after the death of Kamsa. In the battle between Balarama (Sri 
Krishna's brother ) and Gonanda, Balarama won (embraced the goddess of 
victory) and Gonanda I died (embraced the earth). 

King Damodara 1 inherited the kingdom of Kashmir from his father Gonanda I and 
was waiting for an opportunity to hit back at the Yadavas. At this time the Yadavas 
were invited to Gandha r. on the banks of the Sindhu, for a swayamvar of a princess. 
He attacked the Yadavas with a huge army before the Swayamvar. In the battle, Sri 
Krishna killed him with his chakram (battle - disc). 

Yasovati was the widowed and pregnant wife of Damodara I. Sri Krishna had her 
crowned the queen of Kashmir, by brahmans . The yadavas did not like this. They 
wanted to press their advantage and take over the kingdom. But Sri Krishna 
explained to them that the land of Kashmir is Parvati Devi and that the ruler is an 
Amsa of Siva and he should not be disregarded even if he is a bad man. 

Gonanda 2, the son of mother Yasovati was crowned king while yet a boy whose 
dangling legs could not reach the foot stool from the throne. He was not invited 
either by the Kauravas or the Pandavas to fight in the war, because he was a 
kid. Thus Kashmir did not participate in the Mahabharata War. 

35 were the kings after Gonanda 2 whose names and deeds disappeared without 
a trace. 

Lava, the next king constructed 84 lakhs of stone houses and founded the city of 
Lolor. 

Kusa, Khagendra, Surendra, Godhara, Suvarna, Janaka, Sacinara were the 
kings who followed Lava. Both Lava and Kusa gifted Agraharas to brahmanas. 
Khagendra waged wars against the Naqas . The others expanded in kashmir founding 
viharas and gifting agraharas. Suvarna constructed the canal Suvarnamani in 
Kerala. Sacinara died without a son. 

Asoka was the great grandson of Sakuni and the son of Sacinara's great-uncle. He 
was the next king. He accepted Buddhism, and covered s'uSkaletra and vitastAtra 
with stupas. He built a very large Caitya in Dharmaranya Vihara. he founded the 
magnificent city of Srinagari with 96 lakh houses. He rebuilt the prakaras of Vijayesa 
with stone and built 2 temples to Asokeswara within the stone rampart. 

Jalauka was born to Asoka with the blessings of Siva. When the mlecchas (foreigners 
- people of indistinct speech ) overran his country, Asoka performed a penance to 












please Bhutesa and was blessed with Jaluaka. Jalauka could transform materials and 
had plenty of gold to gift. He froze the waters, entered the Naga kingdoms and 
delighted many Naga girls. In his court, was an erudite philosophers who defeated 
many puffed up, powerful, buddhist debators. Jalauka was devoted to Vijayeswara 
and Jyestesa in Nandisa kshetra. He had a naga friend. He drove out the 
mlecchas. The place where the invasion was repelled is called 
Ujjhatadimba. He instituted the constitutional system of Yudhisthira. 

.and so on.this brings us to Gonanda 3: who became the first of the Gonanda 

dynasty. 

• Kalahana tells us that 52 kings passed into oblivion from the time of the 
Kauravas and The Pandavas to this Gonanda 3. 

• He tells us that, some people have calculated 2268 years from the 
Mahabharata War to the time of this Gonanda 3. (Giving on an average of 43-44 
years per king) 

• This he says is based on the wrong assumption that Mahabharata War took 
place at the end of the Dwapara Yuga. 

• He says that the Bharata war took place in year 653 of Kaliyuga (not 36 years 
before Kaliyuga, which is the assumption made by others. See Date of the 
Mahabharata War ) 

• He says " Of the laukika era, in the 24th year at present, 1070 years of the 
Saka Era have gone by. (See : How many kinds of Sakas (Eras) are there? ) 

• "Roughly commencing from Gonanda 3, 2330 autumns have now elapsed.” 

• "1266 years is the duration of time which, it is believed is the duration of 52 
kings " 

• Then he refers to Varahamihira's Brhat Samhita and says that since the 
Saptarishi Mandala moves from one nakshatra to the other in 100 years, and 
the Saptarishis stood in (indicated) Magha (Regulus) during the time of 
Yudhisthira, "2526 years prior to the Saka Era was the epoch of his reign". 

See Saptarishi Calendar . 

• Varahamihira's Pancasiddhantika refers to 427 Saka Era (1.8.10 of 
pancasiddhantika), in a calculation to arrive at the Ahargana. : Varahamihira - 
Really 427 of Saka Era? : Pancha Siddhantika 
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Notes: 

1. In giving 1226 years for 52 kings, Kalahana is assuming an average of 
23-24 years per king, which is close to the assumption that many historians 
make. 

2. 1226+2330 = 3556 years is Kalahana's estimate for the time between 
The Bharata War and himself .Pulakesin equates 3735 years after the Bharata 
War with 556 years of the Sakam that he was living in The Aihole Inscription . 

3. Kalahana says that he is in 1070 Saka Era., which gives 3556-1070 

= 2486 years between the Bharata war and the start of Kalahana's 
Saka Era. Pulakesin says that 556 years of the Saka era have passed, this 
gives us 3179 years between the Bharata war and the start of the saka 
Era referred by Pulakesin. 
















o If Pulakesi's Saka Reference = Kalahana’s Saka Reference, then date 
of Bharata War as per Pulakesin is 3179 years before the start of the 
Sakam, and 2486 years as per Kalahana. Pulakesin who lived before 
Kalahana, clearly used Vyasa's date for the Bharata War. 

4. In the Brihat Samhita Varahamihira is speaking of a Sakam whose 
zero point is 2526 years afterYudhisthira was made king. (Bharata 
War). 

5. Vvasa said that Sri Krishna's ascent and Kaliyuga beginning was 36 
years after the Bharata war. Kalahana says that the Bharata war took place in 
year 653 of Kaliyuga. This implies that his date for Sri Krishna's ascent is 689 
kaliyuga. 

6. Traditional Indian calendars give the start of Kaliyuga as 3102 
BCE. (BC) 

o Vyasa's date for Bharata War : 3138 BCE. (2102+36) 
o Kalahana's Date for Bharata War : 2449 BCE (3102-653) 
o Start of Saka Era referred to by Varahamihira : 612 BCE (3128-2526) 
(Assuming Vyasa's date for the war) 

o Start of Saka Era referred to by Varahamihira ; 77 CE (AD) (2449-2526) 
(Assuming Kalahana's date for the war. Kalahana took it that 
Varahamihara's Saka was the same as his own Saka and post dated the 
Bharata War. So this is a circular reference.) 

o Start of Saka Era referred to by Pulakesin : 41 CE (AD) (3735-3138- 
556) (Assuming Vyasa's date for the war) 
o Start of Saka Era Referred to by Kalahana : 73 CE (AD) 

o Arvbhatta' s date for himself (3600 or 360 years after Bharata War) : 
2778 BCE or 462 AD (CE): (using Vyasa's date for the war) 
o Varahamihira referred to 427 Saka Era in Panca Siddhantika . (Kalahana 
took it that Varahamihara's Saka was the same as his own Saka and post 
dated the Bharata War.) Using Vyasa's date for the war, Varahamihira's 
date is later than 185 BCE (612-427). Using Kalahana's assumption of the 
Saka equivalence, Varahamihira's date is later than 500 CE (AD). This is 
the calculation that Al-Biruni used. This equivalence is not accepted by 
many scholars., but appears to have been accepted by mainstream 
historians. 

o Pulakesin's date for himself : 597 AD (CE) ( using Vyasa's date for the 
war) 

o Kalahana's Date for himself : 1143 AD (CE) 

7. Modem Indian calendars give 78 CE (AD) as the start of the 
Saka Era. 

Varahamihira - Really 427 of Saka Era? : 
Pancha Siddhantika 

Varahamihira was one of the 9 gems of Vikramaditya's court. There is a famous 
shlokam which says this. Kalidasa was one of the other nine. Kalidasa's Meqha 
Sandesam demonstrates a clear knowledge of Varahamihira's observations on 
meteorology. So to get Varahamihira's date is also to fix the date of Kalidasa and 
Vikramaditya. 








The date assigned to Varahamihira is based on these verses of the 
PanchaSiddhanthika. Chapter 1, Verse 8 to 10. (Page 288 in the Reference : The Text 
and Translation of The PanchaSiddhantha by Mahamohopadhyaya Sudhakara 
Dwivedi and G. Thibaut, 1889. available at the Digital Library of India). 

Varahamihira gives a way to calculate the aharqana, or the "count of days" from the 
beginning of the relevant epoch to the present day. For that he says that 427 must 
be subtracted from the present Saka Era. This merely implies that 427 Saka Era was 
the start of the Karanagrantha in use at the time. It does not specify Varahamihira's 
birth, death or the date of the pancha siddhanthika. 

Alberuni made two Assumptions both are possibly wrong: 

1. 427 Saka Era is the date of the Panchasiddhanthika 

2. The saka era of kalahana is the same as the saka era of Varahamihira. 
o See : Kalahana's Rajataranaini : Date of Mahabharata War . Date of the 
Mahabharata War and How many kinds of Sakas (Eras) are there? 

Based on those 2 assumptions, he computed that the date for Varahamihira's 
Panchasiddhantika was 526 years before his time. And based on this statement, 
Varahamihira is assigned a date in the 6th century CE (AD). 

Conclusion : 

1. Year 427 of the Saka Era referred to by Varahamihira in the 
Panchasiddhanthika is the year of the Karanagrantha . 

2. 2526 years separate the Bharata War and the start point of 
this Saka Era (Brhat Samhita) 

3. Kalahana and AIBeruni assumed that Varahamihira's Sakam 
was the same as Kalahana's sakam. 

4. Thus, AIBeruni calculated that 526 years separated him from 
Varahamihira and Kalahana calculated that Bharata War was in 653 
Kaliyugam.. both were possibly wrong. 

5. Taking 3168 BCE (36 kaliyuga) as the Date of the Bharata war, 
we conclude that the Saka referred to by Varahamihira started in 612 
BCE. 

6. Karana Granthas have astronomical significance and Sakas 
have historical significance. 

7. So we must look for an important astronomical event in 612- 
427=185 BCE and an important kingly victory in 612 BCE. 

8. We know that Varahamihira could not have lived prior to 185 
BCE. This gives us an upper bound. 
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Chronology from Sri Rama to Salivahana : 

Prof . K.V.N. Sarma, lISc (Retd.) 

Many thanks to Prof. K.V.N. Sarma for sharing his chronology of Ancient 
Indian History. This is the conclusion of a set of essays to be published in 
Rachana Masa Patrika. It is copyrighted material. 











Time Line from Sri Rama to Sa/ivahana : Analysis provided in a set oi 
essays to be published in Rachana Monthly Magazine in Telugu. 

Chronology by Prof. K.V.N. Saras (Kavana Saraa) 

J. Sri Rama, Satrugbna 3300 BCE (BC) 

2. Surasena, the son of Satrughna r 

3. /Pbsude&x (satsQfSurtrsetia) and Vyasa (birth) : 3240 BCE 

4. Krishna. Dljarmcjra/a (birth) : 3140 BCE . f/ _ 

5. iPtiilksHK (&/rth\; QlJDdf'BCE h\Cto. I ror. 

6. Sri Krishna's Ascent : 3702 BCE 

P)an galore 

7. The date of the composition of Mahabharata : 3707 - 3703 BCE 

Chronology by Prof. K.V. N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

8. Parikshit's death : 3040 BCE 

Chronology by Prof. K. V. N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

9. Dynasty of Brihadrathas (Jarasandha) : 3760 - 2730 BCE 
70. Aryabhata : 2760 BCE 

7 7. Pradyotanas : 2730 - 7996 BCE 
(Nandivardhana is one of these) 

72. Sisunagas : 7887 - 7807 BCE 

(Ajatasatru is one of these) Chronology by Prof. K.V.N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

73. Gautama Buddha : 7887 - 7807 BCE 

74. Nanda Dynasty: 7630 - 7530 BCE 
(Mahapadma Nanda is the first of these) 

75. Mauryas : 7580 - 7220 BCE 

(Asoka is one of these) Chronology by Prof. K.V.N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

76. Sungas : 7279 - 979 BCE 

77. Kanvas : 900 - 800 BCE 

7 8. Satakarnas : 800 - 400 BCE 

79. The beginning of the Satakarna Saka : 672 BCE 

20. Guptas : 350 - 50 BCE Chronology by Prof. K. V.N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

27. Vikrama arka/aditya birth : 707 BCE 

Start of the Vikrama Era (Saka Arambham) : 58 BCE 

Period of Varahamihira, Kalidasa .. and other 7 gems of Vikrama's 

Court. 

Chronology by Prof. K.V.N. Saraa (Kavana Saraa) 

22. Vikramarka's death : 79 CE (AD) 

23. Sa/ivahana Saka begins : 78 CE 

24. Ka/ahana's birth : 7 748 CE. 


Which Nanda was indicated by the Saptarishis in 
Purvashaada Nakshatram : Vishnu Puranam 

References : 

1. Definition : Saptarishis in or indicating a nakshatram as per 
Vishnu Puranam 

2. Saptarishi (Great Bear) Positions according to Varahamihira 
and Vateswara 

3. Saptarishi Calendar 

4. Parikshit to Nanda - 1050 years - Vishnu Puranam : ( Nandivardhana 
Pradyotana) 

5. Saptarishis in Maahaa Nakhstaram at Parikshit's time : Vishnu Puranam 

6. Nanda came to power when the Saptarishis indicated Purvashaada : 
Vishnu Puranam : (Which Nanda?) 

Apparent Conflict: 

• Wilson assumed that both shlokas 104 and 112 of the 4th Amsa, 24th 
Adhyaya of Vishnu Puranam refered to the same Nanda. (Maha Padma 
Nanda) This conflicted with totals from the 23rd Adhyaya. 

• While Shloka 104 (Parikshit to Nanda - 1050 years - 

Vishnu Puranam ) mentions 1050 years - the totals in 23rd Adhyaya 
give (See : Maaadha from larasandha to Satavahanas as per Vishnu Puranam) : 
Magadha kings 1000 yrs. 

Pradyota, &c. 138 

Sisunaga, &c. 362 
1500 

• Others have assumed that Saptarishis in Purvashaada Nakshatram refers to 
the same Nanda. This creates even a bigger problem, because the only way to 
get 1050 years from Maghaa to Purvashaada is to count forwards, whereas 
Kaliyuga Raja Vrttantam tells clearly that we should count backwards. Counting 
back wards give us 1650 years. For Details See : Saptarishi (Great Bear) 

Positions according to Varahamihira and Vateswara 

Resolution : 

• The shorter duration of 1050 years refers to the Nanda of the Pradyotana 
dynasty 

• The longer duration of 1500 or 1650 years refers to MahaPadma 

Nanda (whose children were replaced by Chanakya). That is why the phrase 
Nandat Prabhrutyah in sholka 112. 

Discrepancy between 1500 and 1650 years : 

• The period of Sahadeva, the son of Jarasandha was at least partly in Dwapara 
Yuga 

• Vatesvara also gave a correction for the duration of Saptarishis indicating 
each Nakshatram from 100, as given by Varahamihira and Vrddha Garaa to 94 
years 6 months and 20 days. (See : Vatesvara. an ancient Kashmirs 
Astronomer, his Karanasara and Siddhanta : R.N. Rai, INSA ) This explains a 
difference of 90 years (approx) in the total. 





















• Assuming that there must be some more small correction figures, arrived at 
by later astronomers, we can take the figure of 1500 years between Parikshit 
and Mahapadma Nanda as quite accurate. 

Authorship and Copyright Notice : All Rights Reserved : Satya Sarada 
Kandula 

Nanda came to power when the Saptarishis 
indicated Purvashaada : Vishnu Puranam 


H'HMlfd cT^T (Hfj-MllH ff T TPT 7 T: 

TjobKissr Tnsfqw wf^FT 


/ ?at fa nda-. a pharma putraj. having observed extreme portents . performed the abhisheka 
(coronation) or f~a riskhs it at the time of Krishna s departure. 

y 'A IfAId ^PTT #T Mc||b||d| 


Cs 


cRT HdldwA-W J I fa Pi 

[ l hen the \ Ja bars his (^aptarishis( went to A ur.ashaada (the f\akshatram'. then the kings rror 
A a nda gained prosperity. 


Reference : 

1. Vishnu Puranam Page : 334; 4th Amsa - 24th Adhyaya. 

2. Saptarishi Calendar 

These are the shlokas that tell us that the saptarishis were observed to point to 
Poorvashaada Nakshatram at Nanda’s time. 

























Parikshit to Nanda - 1050 years - Vishnu Puranam 

FTTTWTi g ^FT <-M|y|<rUH 9oY 

J~ro ,7? the birth or parikshit to the corona tion or f\a nca 

it is to be known that there w ere one thousandana ft'fty users. 

Vishnu Parana +th/\msa 2+th,Adhyaya ; o+th ^jhioka. 

dl'-MI-Mi-vl'il ^FT dl'-lddllirHH 1 ) 

FTTTWTi g ^FT tFFFT^tTFT 

J~rom the birth or parikshit to the coronation or >\a nca 

it is to be known that there it ere one thousand and fifty years. 

\ ishnu f'urana + th/\msa Z+th Adhyaya t o+th^hloka. 

This shloka tells us that 1050 years was the gap between Pariskshit's birth, the end 
of the Mahabharata War and the coronation of Nanda. 


Who was Parikshit? 

Parikshit was the son of Abhimanyu and Uttara. Abhimanyu was the son 

of Ariuna and Uttara was the daughter of Virata Raja, where the Pandavas spent their 

year of exile in disguise. (See : Brihannala! ) 

See Also : lanameiava's Dana Sasana Patram : Janamejaya was the son of Parikshit 
who performed the Sarpa Yaga. 

When was Pariskhit bom ? 

Parikshit was born at the end of the Mahabharata War, Sri Krishna saved his life while 
he was yet in his mother's womb. Based on other data we belive that this was 3138 
BCE. 

Who was Nanda ? 

• Let us look for a Nanda who lived 1050 years after Parikshit. 

• There is a Nandivardhana among the Pradyotanas who comes close to this 
date. He had a son called Nandi. See larasandha to Asokavardhana Maurva to 
Andhra Kings: Vishnu Puranam 

o It is one possibility that the Nanda in the verse above could refer to the 
Pradyotana Nandivardhana and not at all to Mahapadmananda as has been 
suggested. 

o This is because both references come from the same amsa and 
adhyaya of the Vishnu Puranam. 





















o 


This gives a period of 1050 years for 23 kings approx (or about 45 
years per king). 

o The other possibility will become clear after studying the rest of the 
shlokams which refer to the Saptarishi positions. 


Saptarishis in Maghaa Nakhstaram at Parikshit's 
time : Vishnu Puranam 


TFT TIH'HI ^ThinwyrM^yid ^TFT 

%Tf MKliVd 7 TTTT 


hundred years or .-ran, stay the ^aotarishis. joined with that (na kshatram cescriibedin ! OfJ. 

ist of brahrrans, in f^arikishits tire they •.» 
chyaya. 


O best of brahmans, in f^arikishit's time, they it ere in Maghaa. \ ishnu puranam +th/\rrsa - 2+th 


Reference : 

1. Vishnu Puranam Page : 334; 4th Amsa - 24th Adhyaya. 

2. Saptarishi Calendar 

This sloka tells us that the Saptarishis indicate each makshatram for a century and 
that in Parikshit's time they pointed to Maghaa Nakshatram. 

Andhra historical evidence before 
the Satavahanas 

Source : 

Andhras flourished much before the advent of the Satavahanas, and were said to be 
as powerful as Mauryans. They had 30 fortified walled cities way back in 300 BCE, 
wrote the Greek traveller Megasthenes in his Indika. In what could be an exciting 
discovery, the State Department of Archaeology and Museums has identified five of 
those 30 walled cities. 

The Department has found physical evidence proving Megasthenes right and by the 
same token, throwing light on the existence of Andhras and Telugu language before 
the Satavahana period. The study is part of a project taken up to find the 30 walled 
cities mentioned by the Greek traveller and historian in his travelogue. "Though the 
Andhras were mentioned in books dating back to 1,000 BCE , (at least 3000 BC) we 
have physical evidence like coins and pottery only from the Satavahana period (200 
BCE - 200 CE). Our research based on Indika of Megasthenes strengthens the theory 
that the Andhras existed before the Satavahanas," said P. Chenna Reddy, Director of 
Archaeology and Museums Department. 

Megasthenes is believed to have visited India as an Ambassador of Seleucus I of 
Syria to th e court of Ch a ndragupta Maurya (disputed) around 305 BCE. 

In Indika, Megasthanes indicates that the Andhra (mentioned as Andarae) kings 
belonged to a powerful race and possessed an army of 100,000 infantry, 2,000 














cavalry, 1,000 elephants and had 30 well-built fortified towns. 

Archaeologists have so far examined 18 sites with historical importance and singled 
out five. Archaeologists recovered bricks, pottery, coins and other evidence from 
these sites at Dhoolikatta, Kotilingala, Satanikota, Dharanikota and Bodhan. The 
project was taken up in October, 2005 and efforts are on to identify the remaining 
Megasthanes towns in Andhra Pradesh. 

Karikala (Kalikala) Chola and the Ikshvakus: 
Tiruvalangadu Copper-Plates of Rajendra- 
Chola I 

Karikala Chola is famous for the dam he built across the Kaveri River, which was 
much admired by Sir Arthur Cotton. 

From this translated Sanskrit copper plate inscription we learn that he was a 
descendant of Chola, the son of Daushyanti Bharata, Sakuntala 's son. We also learn 
the names of the Ikshvaku kings of the various Yuqas . 

(Popular versions of the Mahabharata take the line that Bharata had no "good sons" 
of his own and that Bharadwaia Maharshi reigned over his kingdom for a while, till a 
"better son" i/i/as born to him. Given that Chola was such a great king, and with such 
great descendants, this area needs more research. This inscription also gives the 
name of the Ikshvaku kings who participated in the Ksheera Sagara Mathanam. 
Perhaps the wildest idea I have at this time is whether the great Karikala Chola 
was the cause of fear to Saunaka and other Rshis who left for Naimisaranva . This 
inscription places him very close to the beginning of Kaliyuga. A lot more research is 
needed.) 

Source of the Inscription : 

1. From the Sun, by Manana (Contemplation), was born Manu. (This is a 
reference to Vaiwaswatha Manu, Krutha Yuga). 

2. Ikshvaku was the son of Manu and a scourge of the enemies of 
the Devas. 

3. His son was Vikukshi, who ruled the earth girdled by the oceans. (A 
reference to South India) 

4. Puranjaya, the famous conqueror of the enemies of the Devas. . was his 
son. 

5. Kakuthstha, the famous conqueror the enemies of the Devas. , was his 
son. ( Great-great-grandfather of Sri Rama as per the Agni Purana) 

6. Kakshivat, whose fame was sung by the gandharvas, was his son. (A 
reference to dominating Afganisthan). 

7. The great Aryyama, who won Vijayalakshmi by conquering the Ocean 
of his enemies, was his son. (A reference to Ksheera Sagara Mathanam ) 
(Aryama is the name of one of the devatas of the Veda Mantras). 

8. In his family, was born Analapratapa famed for his generosity and 
prowess. 

9. In his family, was born Vena 

10. His son was Pruthu ( Pruthu was the 9th Avatar of Vishnu as per the 
Srimad Bhagavatham ) 















11. In this family, was born Dhundhumara, the slayer of Dhundhu. 

12. In this family, was born Yuvanasva. ( Another name for Yuvanasva is 

Mandhata. He was killed bv Lavanasura , son of Madhu with Siva 's Sula). 

13. His son was Mandhatri. 

14. His son was Muchukunda, who killed Kalayavana (The killing of 
Kalyavana was in the Dwapara Yuga, but Muchukunda was of the Krita Yuga). 

15. In this family, was born Valabha who founded the city of Valabhi. 

16. His son was Prithulaksha, who set "whirling the Mandara Mountain 

in the ocean for securing Amrta" at the request of the Devas 

and Asuras . (This has reference to the Ksheera Sagara Mathana - Kurma 
Avatara) 

17. To him was born a son (known as) Parthivachudamani, who was a mine 
of power and who, while Mukunda (Vishnu) was giving the gods a drink of 
nectar, destroyed the army of the demons (who were disturbing). (This has 
reference to the Ksheera Sagara Mathana - JaganMohini Avatara) 

18. Then Dirghabahu became the sovereign. 

19. Then king Chandrajit was the soveriegn. 

20. At the close of the Krita Yuga. His son Samkriti became the 
emperor. 

21. In this family, was born Panchapa. 

22. In this family, was born Satyavrata, who conquered the king of Kasi, 
defeated Rudra and acquired the name Rudrajit. (Is this a reference to Siva? ) 

23. The generous Sibi, the son of Usinara and Marutta whose left-over gold 
was used by the Pandavas for the Rajasuya, were also Ikshvakus. 

24. Dushvanta was an Ikshvaku. (Dushyanta was the husband of 
Sakuntaia, and the son-in-law o fViswamitra ) 

25. Dushyanta's son Daushyanti Bharata was an Ikshvaku. 

26. Bharata’s son was Chola, who was like Indra himself. 

27. Cholavarman's son was Rajakesarivarman ('the lion among kings') who 
split asunder with (his) nails (viz., crooked knives), the elephants (viz., his 
enemies) and (was) the cage (wherein resided the goddess) of prosperity. (The 
nails are a reference to Narasimha Avatar). 

28. His son was king Parakesarin 

29. Parakesarin's son was king Chitraratha (The name of Kubera's grove) 

30. His son (was) Chitrasva (The word Chitrasrava occurs in the Rg Veda) 

31. To him (was born) king Chitradhanvan. This king (also) desirous to 
fame brought her (i.e.,Ganga) to his dominions under the name 
Kaverakanyaka (i.e., Kaveri) 

32. In this family, was born, Suraguru. This king having conquered by 
his glory the god of Death in his own territory acquired the name 
Mrityujit. 

33. In this family, was born, Chitrartha called Vyaghraketu, who wore as 
an ornament on his head the flowers of the dhataki (Grislea Tomentosa). 

34. The Treta -Yuga having come to a close , a son of this king known 
as Narendrapati became the ruler. 











35. "From him was produced the Siromani of the powerful Solar 
race, {king) Vasu, who was the cause of the destruction of the demons 
{and) who {known) by the significant surname of Uparichara moved in 
any direction he liked in a celestial car which was presented (to him) 
by the lord of gods {i.e., Indra)." ( This Uparichara Vasu is reputed to be 
the genetic father of Satyavati, the mother of Veda Vvasa) . 

36. At the end of the Dvaoara (-age) was born in the family of this 
head-jewel of kings a conqueror of all hostile kings named Visvajit. 

37. In his race was born Peru natki 11 i who was the receptacle of all sciences. 

38. In this ( kina's) family was born he, the leader of all the lords of 
the earth, the foremost of the great on account of his virtues, the kina 

who renovated ( the town of) Kanchi with gold, who had established 

his glorious fame by constructing embankments of the Kaveri {river) 

and whom ( people) called Kalikala (KariKala) because (he) was ( the 

god of) death to the elephants ( kari) (of his enemies) as also to the 

Kali {-age). 

39. In his race was born the emperor Kochchengannan who bore on his 
arm the earth (extending) as far as the Lokaloka mountain, 

40. "In his race was bornVijayalaya, who took possession of Tanjavur, 
Tanchapuri. Having next consecrated (there) (the image of) Nisumbhasudani 
whose lotus-feet are worshipped by gods and demons, (he) by the grace of that 
(goddess) bore just (as easily) as a garland (the weight of) the (whole) earth 
resplendent with (her) garment of the four oceans." 

41. His wise son was king Adityavarman. Having conquered in battle 
the Pallava (king) Aparajita who possessed a brilliant army though (he was in 
name) aparajita (i.e., the unconquered) he (i.e., Aditya) took possession of his 
(i.e., Aparajita's) beloved country and thus fulfilled the object (of his desire). 

42. His son was Parantaka. 

Definition : Saptarishis in or indicating a 

nakshatram as per Vishnu Puranam 

TTmTPri ^ T vx\ <1 $ 44 ^rffriT frrfg- 
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the jmaptaris his. the two that are sean in t. is east as they risa in the dau (in 
the heavens', j hat nakshatram visible aquahu in the midcia ofthose two in the 
night., (is t ie nakshatrarr in which the munis are said to da positioned.; 


Reference : Vishnu Puranam Page : 334; 4th Amsa - 24th Adhyaya. 
























Time of this shlokam : Based on the shtokas that this verse is with, we can assume that it was 
written after the coronation of Nanda. See : Parikshit to Nanda - 1050 years - 
Vishnu Puranam . 

It is relatively easy to understand the terms, when the sun or moon are in this nakshatram or the 
other. See : Nakshatras 

It is much harder to understand how a set of 7 stars outside the zodiac belt can be 'In' or can 'point 
to' one of the fixed stars. I reproduce this diagram and explanation from Saotarishi Calendar . The 
first diagrams shows how different pairs of the saptarishis point to different nakshatrams. The 
second picture shows how different pairs of nakshatrams rise first during different seasons. 


Which Nakshatram is presently indicated by the Sapta Rishis? 

As you can see in the image below, different nakshatra-pairs of the Saptarishis indicate 
different nakshatras. In the picture below, it is not alpha and beta, but gamma and delta 
that point to Regulus or Makha Nakshatram, today. Eta indicates Arcturus (Swati) (yellow 
line). The pink line from Swati takes you to Spica (Chitra). The green line from epsilon 
takes you to Denebola (Uttara/Uttara Phalguni). Of course the line joining the alpha and 
beta line always points to polaris (Dhruva), north pole star. 











June 21st 


March 21 st 



Image source: http://stars5.netfirms.com/ourse.jpg 


The Saptarishis rotate in the same direction as the 27 nakshatrams but much more slowly 
because they are closer to the axis through the pole star (Dhruva). So it appears as if 
they were "moving backwards" with respect to the fixed stars. Every hundred years it 
appears as if they were indicating the previous nakshatram. ie 25 years per nakshatra 
pada. (3.3333 deg), which is observable in a single life time. In fact Varahamihira 
quotes Vrddha Garg; on this. 

Saptarishi (Great Bear) Positions according to 

Varahamihira and Vateswara 

Reference : Saptarishi Calendar , 

See Also : Nakshatras, Grahas, Varas, Rasis, Masas, Rtus 

Note : I am in the process of finding and verifying some original sources (Vishnu Puranam etc)., in 
order to clear up some matters. For eg : from the data below It appears that Kaliyuga Raja 
Vrttantam is counting "backwards" from Makha to Aslesha and that Vishnu Puranam is counting 
"forwards" from Makha to Poorvashada. 


• Saptarishi Position at the Time of Parikshit's Birth and Yudhisthira's Coronation : 74/75 
years after Makha beginning : 3138 BCE 

o Varahamihira 's Brihat Samhita, and Vishnu Purana . IV 4.105-106 : ok 

• Saptarishi Position at 0 Kaliyuaa : 3102 BCE 
















o Aslesha (given : computed by author ): direction counting backwards by 
25 years 

o Kaliyuga Raja Vruttantam 

• Saptarishi Position at MahaPadma Nanda ( Chanakva ): Poorvashada middle (observed): 

o This is calculated as 10.5 centuries., direction of counting forwards.. 
o Taking the direction of counting backwards, and using 100 year per Nakshatra 
Rule, I get 1650 years after Kaliyuga to the middle of Purvashada (1552 BCE); 

■ Vishnu Purana, IV, 24.112) 

o For resolution see : Which Nanda was indicated by the Saptarishis in 
Purvashaada Nakshatram : Vishnu Puranam 

• Saptarishi Position at the beginning of the Saka Era referred by Varahamihira : (beginning 
2526 years after Yudhisthira.. as calculated by Varahamihira, using the 100 year per 
nakshatra rule given by Vrddha Garaa and quoted by Varahamihira). 

o We calculate Aslesha counting forwards, 
o We calculate Poorvaphalguni counting backwards. 

■ Brihat Samhita 

• Saptarishi Position at the beginning of Saka Era referred by Vateswara : 

o Vateswara Siddhanta 
o 4000-3102 = 898 BCE 

o 4000 years corresponds to a movement of 42.3 nakshatras as per Vateswara; 
42.3-27=15.3 

o This brings us to the beginning of Uttarashada (counting backwards), 
o This brings us the to the beginning of Uttarabhadra (counting forwards). 


Saptarishi Position presently : Poorva Phalguni as per Vateswara, Hasta as per Varahamihira, 
counting backwards. 


• Arudra according to me., just looking at the sky map,, I may be wrong 

• If Arudra is right then Bharata War is 58 centuries ago, not 51 centuries ago... 

Saptarishi Calendar 

What is the Saptarishi Mandala? 


• Mandala means Circle, Saptarishi means 7 sages. The 7 stars of what we call the Great 
Bear (Ursa Major) or Big Dipper in English, have been called or named after The Seven 
Sages or the Sapta Rishis in Indian Astronomy. 

• (Interestingly Sapta Rsha (Seven Sages), can have been distorted to Sapta Rksha (Seven 
Bears) which could have led to the name Great Bear. Ursa, Arsa, Arsha, Rsha are different 
ways of writing words with english spellings that actually have very close pronounciation.) 

• "The seven sages are Marici to the east (alpha), Vasishta (beta) to his west, then Angiras 
(gamma), then Atri (delta), then Pulastya (epsilon), then Pulaha (zeta), and Kratu (eta)" (5 
and 6) : Brihat Samhita of Varahamihira. 


What is the Saptarishi Calendar? 


The Saptarishi Calendar is a convenient way of naming centuries. Each century is named after one 
of the 27 nakshatras, to which the Saptarishis point in that century. 

• "The Sages traverse through each lunar mansion (nakshatram) for a period of 100 years 
(satam, satam varsah). 








• Whichever constellation makes them conspicuous when they rise to the east of it, in that 
they are said to be situated" - (4) Varahamihira quoted the views of Vrddha 
(Senior) Garaa in the 13th chapter of Brihat Samhita. 

• "Take those two stars of Saptar shi (seven sages) which are seen first after the rise. The 
naksh atra which is seen in the middle of it at equal distance at the night, is said to be 
residence of Saptarsh i for 100 years of man's life. : Vishnu Puranam. ( See : Definition : 
Saptarishis in or indicating a nakshatram as per Vishnu Puranam ) 

• Therefore the Saptarishis have a period ( Yuqa f of 2700 years. (This is caused by the 
wobble of the earth's axis). 


What happened when the Saptarishis pointed to Makha (Magha) Nakshatram ? 


• "The Saptarishis were stationed in Maaha Nakshatram , when Yudhisthira was king. 

The Saka year commenced 2526 years after that king." - (3) Brihat Samhita 

• "Oh great brahmin they were in Magha (Regulus, Leo) at the time of Pariksh it." (Vishnu 
Purana, IV 4.105-106)" 

• The Bhagvad Purana, XII, 2.32, Vishnu Purana, IV, 24.112, refers to a movement from the 
Magha to Purvasha dha (d and e stars in Sagittarius). 

• Pariksh it to Nanda - 1050 years - Vishnu Puranam 

• Saptarishis in Maahaa Nakhstaram at Parikshit's time : Vishnu Puranam 

• Saptarishi (Great Bearl Positions according to Varahamihira and Vateswara 

• Nanda came to power when the Saptarishis indicated Purvashaada : 

Vishnu Puranam 

• Which Nanda was indicated by the Saptarishis in Purvashaada Nakshatram : 

Vishnu Puranam 


Note : Yudhisthira was crowned king after the end of the Bharata War. He gave up his kingdom and 
went on his 'walk to heaven' - Mahaprasthanam, at the beginning if Kalivuqa after Sri Krishna 
abandoned that particular body of his. He was also a king of Indraprastha (location : New Delhi) 13 
years before the Bharata War (from the time of Draupadi's wedding till the gambling after the 
Rajasuya Yajna), but ususally everyone refers to the 36 year rule after the Bharata War. 

Which Nakshatram is presently indicated by the Sapta Rishis? 

As you can see in the image below, different nakshatra-pairs of the Saptarishis indicate different 
nakshatras. In the picture below, you can see that, today, it is not alpha and beta, but gamma and 
delta that point to Regulus or Makha Nakshatram, today. Eta indicates Arcturus (Swati) (yellow 
line). The pink line from Swati takes you to Spica (Chitra). The green line from epsilon takes you to 
Denebola (Uttara/Uttara Phalguni). Of course the line joining the alpha and beta line always points 
to polaris (Dhruva), north pole star. (See : Saptarishi (Great Bear ) Positions according to 
Varahamihira and Vateswara ). 





















Which Nakshatram Pair did the Vishnu Puranam and Brihat Samhita refer to? 

• Alpha and Beta are the stars seen first after sunrise. 

• The mid point of this, perpendicular to the line joining them points (approx) to Al Hena as 
per the Northern Hemisphere Sky Charts. Al Hena is or is close to Arudra. 
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■The Saptarishis rotate in the 

same direction as the 27 nakshatrams but much more slowly because they are closer to the axis 

through the pole star (Dhruva). 

Image source: http://stars5.netfirms.com/ourse.jpg Some Scholars Opine that this is the basis 
|_ of the auspicious swastika symbol used in Hindu prayers._| 

Date of Parikshit's Birth, Yudhithira's Coronation, Start of Kaliyuga : 

• Making Some Simple Calculations: Using this list of stars , we have approx : 2700 + 
2700 - 300 = 5100 years between Makha (Magha) and Arudra. 

• This approximately confirms the of 3102 BC/BCE for Kaliyuga 27 years after Parikshit's 
birth. 

• Therefore the Saka Era referred to by Varahamihira is 612 BC. 

• Kaliyuga zero Year 3102 BC. 

• Saka Year Referred to by Varahamihira : 612 or 576 BC (BCE) 

• Nanda's Ascension : 3102 + 27 - 1015 = 2114 BC/BCE 


Saptarshis Movement through Nakashatras: A subtle effect of the earth's 

Precessfon: http://www.tifr.res.in/~vahia/saptarshi.pdf : (Two of the authors are from TIFR 
and Astrophysics Institute, Germany respectively). (I also found that many 19th century colonial 
historians thought that Saptarishi movement was false because "these stars don't move". They were 
ignorant of the research done above, and ignorant of the correct way to interpret the statements.) 









Notes based on the Article Above: htto://www. tifr.res.in /~ vahia/saotarshi.odf 


• The belief in India in a revolution of the Great Bear is mentioned not in 
treaties on astronomy or even of astrology but in texts giving chronology. It is 
used to mark the different centuries. 

• Vishnu Purana IV, 24.105-106, Matsya Purana, 273, 42-44, Vayu Purana 
99,421-423, Bhagvada Purana, XII, 2.27-32. 

• For example, Bhagvad Purana, XII, 2.32, Vishnu Purana, IV, 24.112, where it 
is a question of movement from the Magha to Purvasha dha (d and e stars in 
Sagittarius), which represents 10 centuries between Parikshit and King Nanda of 
the Magadha dynasty. Incidentally, this estimate agrees with Vi nu Purna, IV, 
23.42, which places the period more precisely between the birth of Pariksit and 
the royal consecration of Nanda at 1,015 years. 

• Saptarshi's motion is central to many Indian calendars and was used 
extensively in many parts of Indian subcontinents including Kashmir and Nepal. 

• More recently, there have been attempts to explain this concept of Saptar si 
era employing modern star chart software. These calculations have not been 
checked for error margins and give false sense of accuracy. Apparently, most 
commercial software use simplified algorithms and give accurate results only for 
a period of about 250 years on either side of year 2000 A.D. 


At this point, we must note that the mention of the "rise of Saptarsh i" is a critical detail. 
At 2200 - 2100 BC era, the declinations of a and b of Ursa Major were both 72 deg and 
68 deg respectivly. This means that their rise could only be observed from the latitudes 
less than 18 deg. To this we can add some grace zone of 2o - 3o to take into account 
imperfect conditions at horizon or other small errors. This would mean that observer was 
located in peninsular India below tropic of cancer which passes through Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Jharkhand and West Bengal. For all the places north of 24 deg N the first two 
stars of the Saptarshi would be circumpolar and the question of rising won't arise. 

Alternate interpretation that the pointer is passing through centre of the bowl would 
mean that the observation was done around 3200 - 3100 BC. At that time, the four stars 
had declinations of 67 deg, 65 deg, 70 deg and 74 deg respectivly, which means the 
observer should be certainly below 25 deg N and most probably below 16 deg N which 
passes through Goa and lower Andhra Pradesh. 


**After doing the calculations above, the authors use a false basis to reject it. They assume without 
proof that no civilization could have existed prior to Sindhu Civilization and no civilization existed to 
the South of the Vindhyas. This is in direct opposition to the fact that Agastya had already 
interacted with the Southern Civilizations in the Kruta and Treta Yuaas . Mayasura ( Maya Danava J 
had already composed the Surva Siddhanta at the end of the Kruta Yuga, and the Canopus star 
had been named after Agastya! Even the best astronomers of the kalivuaa like Arvabhatta were 











from the south (Kerala). Also Janamejaya was enthroned in Kishkinda in kaliyuga year 90 as 


per Janameiava's dana sasana pat ram ** 


So instead of correctly concluding that the observations were made from the south , they reject the 
date of 3200-3100 BC. 
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How many kinds of Sakas (Eras) are there? 

Sakam means Era in Sanskrit. To say Saka Era is to repeat yourself in 2 languages. 


The word Saka or Sakam must NOT be confused with the Saka people (Scythians - Sakai..) 
though in english their spelling is the same. 

• All of us know about Christu (Craistava) Sakam, that means era of Christ. Its zero point is 0 
AD. Time before that is measured as BC before Christ. 

• This has been renamed as common era CE and before common era BCE, and uses the same 
zero point as the Christu Sakam. 

• Yuaas have to do with qraha alignments - astronomical events. 

• Sakas have to do with human events. 


The Bharata War (Mahabharata Yuddham) occured 36 years before the start of the Kalivuqa. We 
know this from the Mahabharata. 


The Bharata war was such a significant year in Indian history that it is used as a reference point for 
all Sakams. 


• Varahamihira speaks of a Saka or Era that commenced 2526 years after the period of the 
King Yudhisthira, during whose time the munis (saptarishis) were in Magha Nakshatram . 
These munis traverse each lunar mansion for a peiod of 100 years. (That is how the 
Saptarishi Yuga = 2700 years. Whichever constellation (nakshatram) makes them 
conspicuous when they rise to the eat of it, in that they are said to be situated. The Vishnu 
Puranam also tells us that the dvijottamah ( best of brahmins - the saptarshis) were in 
Magha, in the time of Parikshit. - Parikshit was born soon after the Bharata war, in the 
same year that Yudhisthira became the king. As p e r th i s s cH-Fe e . th e Sapt a r i sh i s a r e i n 
V i sakha Nakshatram now. Th i s g i v e s 2 poss i b le dat e s of th e Bharata war 300 BC and 3000 

• Pulakesin speaks of a different Saka or Era when he says " V. 33.) (Now) when thirty (and) 
three thousand and five years besides, joined with seven hundred years, have passed since 
the Bharata war; (V. 34.) And when fifty (and) six and five hundred years of the Saka kings 
also have gone by in the Kali age" in the Aihole Inscription. 


So Pulakesin equates 3735 years after the Bharata War with 556 years of the Sakam that he was 
living in. Therefore the zero point of that Sakam was 3179 years after the Bharata war, while 
Varahamihira is speaking of a Sakam which is 2526 years after Yudhisthira was made king. 
(Bharata War). 















• Vvasa said that Kaiiyuga began 36 years after the Bharata war. 

• Therefore 3143 Kaiiyuga is the zero point of the Aihole inscription Sakann and 2490 
Kaiiyuga was the zero point of Varahamihira referenced Sakam. 


Reference 1: The Vijnana Sarvaswamu 9th Samputamu gives an explanation of Sakams 
on pages 559 onwards. 


There are 6 Saka Karthas in the Kaiiyuga 

1. Yudhisthira 

2. Vikramaditya and 

3. Salivahana are 3 that have gone by. 

4. Vijayanda 

5. Nagarjuna 

6. and Bali are yet to come. 


The verb root of the word Saka is from Sak - which means competence (Sakyati - can do, Sakra 
Indra - the powerful one.) 

The Saka Jathi were a people outside the Vedic System. Any Rajaputra (son of a king) who killed 
defeated the Saka Jathi would become a Saka-kartha (the maker of an Era). Else he had to kill a 
Saka-kartha to get a Saka started from his time. 

Jaya-abhyudaya Yudhisthira Sakam started in year 1 of Kaiiyuga, defined by the year in which 
Vyasa started writing the Mahabharatam, with the name "Jaya". 

Yudhisthira Sakam or Loukikabdam 

• The kaiiyuga raja vrttantam says " In year 25 of Kaiiyuga, after staying for 100 years in 
Magha Nakshatram, the Saptarishis will attain Aslesha Nakshatram. In memory of 
Yudhisthira who attained Svargam in his mahaprasthana yatra, after his bhu pradakhsina 
yatra, a period of 2700 years called Laukikabdam." The Rajatarangini uses this sakam. 

See : Kalahana's Raiataranoini : Date of Mahabharata War 

Buddha Sakam, Koujada Sakam, Ektajana Sakam, Malavagana Sakam, Kanishka Sakam, 
Sri Harsha Sakam etc are some more Sakas mentioned in the reference 1. 

Using various puranas and itivrttis, the article arrives at the Satavahana king Mekha 
Swati or the King Mahasatakarni as the Sakakarta of the Saka referred to by 
Varahamihira, Brahmagupta, and Bhattotpala. 

Al Biruni: Kaiiyuga , Saka Kala conversion : (based on Vateswara Karanasara) 


As per Al Biruni, 4000 Kaiiyuga = 821 Saka Kala : Reference 







That give us 3179 Kaliyuga = 0 Saka kala. 


Kaliyuga 0 is 3102 BCE. (As accepted by many millenia of Indian Astronomers.) 

Therefore 77 CE (AD), is Saka Era as per Al Biruni 

His basis is Vatesvara's Karanasara : Vatesvara, an ancient Kashmiri Astronomer, his 
Karanasara and Siddhanta : R.N. Rai, INSA 

1. 4000 Kaliyuga is the basis of the karanaqrantha used by Vateswara. (See : Al Biruni : 
Kaliyuga . Saka Kala conversion ! 

2. 3000 Kaliyuga must be the basis of the Karanagrantha used by Varahamihira. 

3. In terms of Vatesvara's Saka Era, 3000 Kaliyuga is minus 179 Saka Era. 

4 . This means 179 year before the Sakakarta considered by Vatesvara. 

5 . 3000 Kaliyuga was 427 in Varahamihira's Saka Era. 

6. Therefore Varahamihira's Saka Era started 606 years before Vateswara's Saka Era. 

7. 1000 = 821-427 + x; x = 606; 
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